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THE ENGLISH MINT OF CALAIS
(4347-1487).

‘ranslated, by permission, (rom D ]. Hailhache's monograph b French,
published n Reowr numismatigue, 1907, pp. 214-238, PL vievn)

Although of the ordinary English insular ¢ pe and withour any
direct connection with those ordered by the kings of France, and
even by the kings of England for France, in the xiv® and xv™
centuries, the coins struck at Calais, in the name of Edward 111
and his successors, offer a keen interest to the numismarists of our
country. A friendly rivalry has sprung up between them and
their fellow-workers beyond the Channel for the study of thismint,
and in consequence important documents have been browght to
light and numerous Calais coins have been discovered, identified
and elassified.

If we are not in error, no French schiolar has written on the
subject since the publication of the remarkable Eiwde sur les mon-
nairs de Calais by hamps de Pas, from which E. Caron borrowed
all the documents inse in his ¢classical work on the Monmsies
podales frangaises. Wow, Deschamps de Pas's memoir appeared
in 1883 (in the Revwe wwminmatigne belpe), and, since that time,
English numismatics have made very great progress '

ne of the most distinguished fellows of the Koyal Numismatic
Saciety, Mr. Frederick A, Walters, has devoted numerous articles in
the Numismatic Chromicle * to the coins issued between the reign or
Edward III and that of Henry VIL As the owner of one of the
richest collections of English coins of that period, he enjoved
exceptional facilities for his studies, and science has benefited from ie.
The dispersal of this collection, in May 19173, in giving occasion
for the publication of a very well illustrated catalogue, compiled in
all probability by Mr. Walwers himself 5, on a scientific basis, will
have been in itself — a very uncommon uvecurrence — a happy
event for numismatics.

Thanks to this catalogue, which completes the articles of the
Numismatic Clwonicle, perfect reproductions of the Calais issues are
placed ar the disposal of every one and enable us to rasp and to
appreciate the reasons which have determined their classification .

e therefore consider that the time has come to take up again,
on this fresh basis, the history of the Calais mint, and o make
knewn to French scholars the important works of Mr, Walters.

In reviving the memories of the ancient rivalry between France
and England, in considering these coins, dumb though eloquent
witnesses of past strifes and of the dangers which our country p
through, during the course of the Hundred years' war, it is pecu-
lisrly pleasing to us, French soldiers, to know that at the present
tme, in the midst of perils no less grave than those against which
siruggled our kings from Philip VI to Charles V11, our former adver-
saries of Crécy, of Poitiers and Arincourt, of Patay, of Formigny and
Castillon, are fighting along with us, shoulder to shoulder, on the
Somme, for the salvation of France, and that, if British LFOOpS arc
unce again in occupation of Calais, itis this time to forbid its access
oo Itlhe wild hordes which threaten our two countries and Wesrern
crvilization.

EDWARD 111

Fallen into the hands of Edward 111, on the 3 of August 1347,
Calais was not retaken by us until two centuries later, in the reign
of Mary Tudor, when Eiﬂce Frangois de Guise carried the place by
worm on the %1' of December 1557. The treaty of Cateau-Cam-
wésis, of April 3, 1559, the same that gave wo France the Three
Yishoprics — Metz, Toul and Verdun — also left o Henri 11 the
wasession of Calais for a period of eight vears; at the end of this

1. We addres our best thanks 1o the Keeper of Cains at the Brivish Museum for
be er casts which we owe him. The kindness of our neighbours has enabled
8 also 1o make vse of the reproductions of the Walters Catalogue and of these of
be .'L‘uulfrﬂﬁéﬁrﬂl'rk.

2. In 1902 (Henry VI, Edward 11} ; in 1903 (Henry VI); in 1goy (Richard 17);
¥ 190§ (Enrr IV} in 1906 (Henry V) in 1907 (Henry I\r’&; m 1907 and 1 !
motices of finds); in 1gog and 190, 1901 and 1914 (Heory ¥I and Edward | 3

3. The Catalogue was compiled by Mr. Samucl M, Spink ided bv the o
omplere notes of Mr, Walers. (Mele of the ramslator, ) e

". Foreer in an artiche in Messrs Sp

lapse of time the king was to return the town or pay too.ooo gold
écus. Every one knows that France kept her congquest.
The English rule of Calais thus lasted for two hundred amd
ten years, but it would appear that the existence of a mint there
did not continue beyond the fiest years of the reign of Henry VII,
for the last mention we know of it goes back to an Act of E:rli:—
ment of the date of 1487 . The periods of greatest activity of this
mint are located to the reign of Edward 111 and that of Henry VI,
English mumismatics of the xiv® and xv™ centuries present
two great difficulties - the first is the succession of several kings
bearing the same Christian name — thus we find that three sove-
reigns of the name of Henry have occupied the throne from 1399
to 1461, and two others of the name of Edward berween 1461 and
1483 — and the second, which only increases the first, is the
immobilisation or rather the continuity of the gold and silver coin-
:"E;Pﬁ during almost all this period. The Traié de aumimatigue du
men Age, by Engel and Serrure 7 insists on this difficulty of attri-
buting English coins.
However, with regard to Edward 111, the political history and the
mint records which have been preserved come greatly to our help.
During the period of eleven years from his accession to 1438,
Edward assumes only the title of King of England and Lord of
Ireland ; from 1338 to the Treaty of Bretigny, in 1360, he adds
thar of King of France. During the time of peace, from 1360 tor 369,
this new title disappears but ﬁy way of retaliation he calls himself
Lord of Ireland and Aquitaine. 'then,, from 1369 wo his death,
in 1377, the rupture of the treaty of Bretigny auchorises him o
take back all his dtles, of King of France and England, Lord of
Ireland and Aquitaine. As the coinage reflects these various vicissi-
tudes we find there a first and most important element of classifi-
cation.
We must afterwards notice that Edward 111 was the true origi-
nator of the English gold coinage. The pold Penmy of Henry Iﬁ,
struck in 1257, had in fact been ill received by the people; iws
issue can have been but very limited and lasted only a short time +,
Until January 1344, England was disposing only of foreign gold
ICCES.
P It is curious to notice that the first pold issue — the Florin and
its two subdivisions, the Half and the Quarter — which were order-
ed in that vear by Edward I, are likewise of extreme rarity, on
account of the epﬂemer:l duration of their issue; they had been
valued too high in proportion to the silver, states the compiler of
Vol. III of Eﬂf!d and Serrure’s Traité 4, But an alwgether cijinﬂ‘:rcnt
fate awaited the new gold issue, commissioned in that same year
i]; to take the place of the Florin, The Noble, Half, and Quarter

oﬁe lasted without interruption or change of type until the first
years of the reign of Edward IV, in 1465.

We have stated that the type did not alter, but the weight was
reduced several times. The weight of the Noble in 1344 was
138 & grs.; in 1346 it went down to 128 ¥ grs. and in 1351 te
120 grs. ; under Henry IV, in 1412, it was reduced, for the last
time, to 108 grs. The weights of the subdivisions of the Noble were
of course also diminished in proportion each time. Here again we
find fresh elements for the classification,

Let us now return to what is more directly our subject,

From the 21" of October 1347 Calais was granted by Edward 111
the privilege of 2 mint, where however only silver currency was at
first issued. * [t may be thar the gold coins were introduced in
virtue of an indenture of 13™ of May 1349 which gave the governor
the power of issuing menev such as should be for the greater
advantage to all, but it is in a charter of 1" of March 1363 that

1. Duschamps de Pas, p. 20z (p. 28 of the Reprint).
1. List of the English Kings from Edward I to Henry VI :

Edward W1 {1327-1377)- Edward IV (1g461-1450).
Richard II {1377-1399). Henry VI restored (1470-145 1)
Henry IV (1399-1403). Bdward IV again (1471-1483)
Henry W (141 §-1433). Edward V {April-Jane 1481 ).
Henry VI (1422-1461). Richard Il (148314850
Henry VIT {5485=1509).
y. Yol 11, chapter von.
4. Omly six specimens have come down 1o us, a8 far 45 we know, states Mr. L.
ink's Neneimuate Coroelar (Apeil 1908)

| 3. Kemvon, Geld Codws of England, p, 13, col. tojqo.
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mention is made for the first time of gold coins issued by the mint
of Calais®."”

Here we meet with a query concerning which prejudices
exist, All the silver coins struck at Calais are unmistakably distin-
guished by the Latin legend which they bear on the reverse :
VILLE @xLasie, onder Edward ﬁl; VILLT OELISIE
under Henry W oand VI, but the distinguishing mark of the gold
coins has long remained unknown.

The dim-crj of Wobles of Edward 111, fnirl],r rare, bearing in the
centre of the cross on the reverse 2  instead of an &, the King's
mitial, had caused these coins to be attributed to the continental
mint of Calais, Deschamps de Pas, whilst giving a drawing of this
variety which Caron, in his turn, reproduced in his work (our illus-
tration below) remained sceptical as vo its artribution, ** We fear ™
he writes * this is but an illusion .

The learned numismatist had not noticed that this Noble, which
he was reproducing, showed beside the @ on the reverse, a fla
at the stern of the ship figured o the obverse. And all Englis
numismatists are now agreed vo recognizein this fag the characrer-
istic and permanent distinguishing mark of the Calais mint *. But
e one previous to Mr. Walters observed the presence or absence
of this [F’hg, which should have attracted the atrention of numis-
matists the more so that they knew that Edward III only isued
gold coins in London and ar Calais b

This double distinguishing mark the flag and @ instead of @
on the reverse — may appear the more strange as, sometimes
both marks, or sometimes only one, either the one or the other,
thus forming three distinet varieties, appear on the nobles and halt
nobles; but the ateribution to Calais of those pieces showing the @
only on the reverse is now accepted by all. Mr. G.C. Brooke, in his
analysis of the find of Eas:-Raynham (Norfolk) states that there
seems no reason to doubt it4, and we ourselves also agree with it

No gold coins of Calais prior to the trear?' of Bretigny, 1360,
bave as yet turmed up, but nobles and half-nobles of the two fal?nw-
ing perieds, that in which the treaty was in force (1360-1369) and
that following its rupture (1369-1377) were represented in the
Walters collection.

A noble and half-noble {n* 123 and 12 of the catalogue), both
with the flag and € on the reverse, gave the titles ed or
assumed after the signature of the treaty ; a noble with the Hag

1. Deschamps de Pas, p. 7.
3. ‘This 1% n:tuml!l}' that of the Enghﬂ.l.‘l of 'Il'l.:'h'me, with Dﬂl.]'rll' the cross of

%t Giearge in the field.

3. It s im an anicle on The pold Codmage of the i‘n& Heury Vi, published in
the Nwmismalic Cheonicle, 15903 (p, z;f} that Mr. Walters has for first time
suggested the Flag to be the dstimguishimg mark of the gold coins struck at Calais,
This anribution, he writes. * would to some extent account for the apparent ano-
maly of our seeming to have no coins from the Calais mint berween the rreaty of
Breugoy period of the reign of Edward 11T and the annaler coinages of Henry ¥
and #’!: notwithstanding fact ehat the mint is referred to in variows ordinances,
and officers were argoinml both in the last period of the reign of Edward 11 and
i the reigns of Richard IT and H IV. 1 am, of course, not forgetting that
there are gold coins of both Edward 111 and Henry VI, which, in o to the
Aag, have § in the cenire ol the crosd an the reverse : but = 1t not high]r o=
habl: that this € was only quite & secondary mark and possibly ondv used for o
short time, at least an the cofns of Henrv W17 In the mim accounts given by
Ruding the large amoant of 2834 lbs m"j;: of gold is recorded to have been
coined at the Calais mint (the only coined there during this reign} between
the zed and the % year of the reign of Henry V1, plus 361 Tbs M'd]‘:‘ from the
zoth Mav 1427 to the 2né .ﬁllp.lﬁ‘ 1451, and it would be strange if 5o more of this
large cobnage remained o us Than the very rare coins with ] on the reverse. The
nobles and hall nobles with on the reverse, but all having the fag, are of
extrems rarity, while those having the fag, bt with the ordinary reverse with |y
imstead of €] in the centre of the cross are firly commen, althowugh scarcer than
those without the Aag. [t will be remembered that the first issoe of nobles, &c.,
wf Edward Il have L, i the ceniec of the cross on the reverse for London, bar
that this was almost immediately omitted in favear of the mmital letter of the
king’s name, and the same thing may verv well have been done both m his reign
and in that of Henry V1 in regard to e Cﬂaiargnld coins. The flag i found, |
believe, on all the undoubted Calais cofns of both reigns, which 1 submit is
s:mﬂgl_\.‘{n frvour of my argument, and the ﬂ:g af Hl'lgl'.l.ml wailed Appet L ]
very ?lppf{:p:i": erablemt for such an im?qrtqm over-ws oukpost as Calais then
was,

4. This important find, which was made in December 1910, comprised two
hunidred nobles, thirty-five of them from the Calais miot, and o the fourth coin-
age {eg5e-1yy7) of Tdward TI1, of, My, G_C_Frooke's artiche in the Nowdmuatic
Lhrowicle, 1910, p. 3149,

and @ on the reverse and another with the flag but & on the e
(n= 127 and 128) shew the royal ritles of England and Frane:
ignorial ritles of Ireland and Aquitaine,
r. Walters alse had in his possession a quarter noble (v
of the catalogue) giving only the title REX TNE L, which 4.
C. Brooke, in his Eapcr already mentioned on the find of B
Raynham, has attribured, lhough without certainty, to the |

mint ; the allocation of this com to the one or the othero: |

two periods extending from 1360 10 1377 could however
made *.
As to the silver coins, none are known either of the Calisr
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1. We may remember fo passing that the obverse of the noble and babi !
shows the King standing on the ship, holdmg a sword in his right ill:'““"_',, |
tered shichd of France and England in the left. The quarter noble ko o

| abverse only this same shield within a tressare,
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prior to the wreaty of Bretigny . Those published b d’Avant
date from the :n}rod. of pcalge,rl 360-[;65?:0 wlli:h?bem likewise
the groat h groat, and penny (or esferlin) forming part of the
Walters collection (catalogue n® 169). The fartbing or maille is still
missing, and neither the groat nor any of is divisions, belonging to
the last period, from 1369 to 1377, have as yet come o light.

RICHARD 1I.

The various documentss quoted from by Deschamps de Pas, to
whom we would refer our reader to aveid repetitions, proved
without a shadow of 2 doubt thar the Calais mint was in worki
under Richard II. It was known that, in 1378, the mint-master’s
name was Gautier de Barde and that he was then in office for the
third rime. Further, it was known also, amongst other curious
details, that the nobles issued from the Calais mint were being
exported into Flanders ; but, writes the learned numismarise, *if
that mint was kept open during the whole of the reign of
Richard II, it cannot have been very active... as no coin of that
king has come down tw us.”

is gap is filled to-day. The Walters' collection comprised two
nobles (n™ 194 and 195) and a half noble (n® 199) of Calais, all
three coins showing on the obverse the flag trom the poop of the
vessel. N® 194 and the half noble both an R in the centre of
the cross on the reverse; n® 194 had evidemtly the same, although
the Walters catalogue does not mention the fact, These three
pieces are besides far from unique; by their weight they link
themselves to the foarth coinage of Edward I, and the 118,
8 prns that n® 194 weighed e its superb state of preservation,

As 1o silver coins, the characteristic legend of which would
strike the attention immediately, none have as yet been found of
Calais. Mr. Walters considers as almost certain thar under the
rei,Fn of Richard IT and of his successor, Henry IV, Calais issued
oI

v !‘CIIEI 1,
HENEY 1V,

Of Henry 1V also, Deschamps de Pas did not know of any Calais
coing, although the documents published by Ruding had demons-
trated that the mint was in working during his reign.

“* In reality, a statute of Parliament, of 1411 * ordained a reform
in the coinage, so that the gold and silver shall be of as good allay
as the old money, as well within the town of Calais as in the rower
of London, which shows the existence of the former mint as in
full working ordere.”

This reform in the coinage, which took place in 1412, reduced
the weight of the geld coins by a tenth ; the noble fell from 120 1o
108 grains, as we have already mentioned above ; as to the silver,
it underwent a reduction of a sixth ; the penny or esterlin fell in
weight from 18 1o 15 grains and the other denominations in the
same proportion .

One might find here a solid basis for the classification of the
coins of Henry IV, whose reign numismatists divi into two
periods, that of the heavy coimage and that of the light coinage,
were it not that it is difficult o differentiate these light coins from

those of Henry V. Mr. Walters has well indicated the distinguishing
poeints on which he rests, but in order not w wander from our
subject, we shall not dwell on them and simply refer the interested
reader to the anticles in the Numismatic Chronicle on the coinages
of the three Henrys,

The Calais noble, struck during the first Per[od, that of the hra»']r
coinage, extending from 1399 to 1412, is known. The Walters
collection comprised a specimen (n* 224 of the catalogue) bearing
the flag on the obverse and an b in the centre of the cross on the
reverse. This coin, which was said o have been found in France,

1. The groat and H of Edward ITI were issued, for the first time, 2
he London ming, in i35 { Walters Collection, #° 149, 151). Before this date, the
oinage of Calais must have consisied of pereuies (deniers esterling] and divisions

f the ny.
! mismatic Chromicle, 1

2. L P 17T
3. Movember 1411, says Mr. “J:In-::.

4. Dreschimps de Pas, p :1 of the Reprirt,
5. Engel and Serrure, val. 111, p. 1179,

is excessively rare, and Mr. Walters only knew of three specimens.
No hall'—nnh{e has as yet been seen'.

No Calais gold coin of the light coinage is known either. Were
there any issued during the short period of 1412-1413 % The ques-
tion may be asked. ** There is, in the Mint accounts published by
Ruding, an absence of any record of bullion brought to the Mint
or coined between the fourteenth (1482) and the hfteenth (1413)
years of Henry IV and the fifth vear (1417) of Henry V2. Not-
withstanding, one might be led to assume thar the Calais mint
was open, a5 an indenture was passed in the first year-of Henry V,
that is in 1413, between the King and Lodowic or Lowys I{aluh
master and worker of the mints ndon and Calais, :hnus it is
uf_imur;; possible that Lewys only worked the mint at the Tower
of Londen.

HENRY V.

There are no gold coins of Henry V known from the Calais
mint. It is, in addition, certain, as is proved by the documents
quoted from by Deschamps de Pas, that, under this reign, the
continental mint, showed little activity and even thar in 1421 the
working of it had been suspended for an indefinite period of tme.
In that year, the mayor, constables and merchants of the king's
staple ar Calais represented, in a request to Parliament, that for the
payment of their bonds of subsidy, etc., it was impossible for them
to ure English money, although the king had a mint in the
said tewn, and they besought the parliament that they would
Eﬂitinn the king, that he would please to ordain the keeping of

is mint and coinage at Calais 1. )

This request was favourably received, and, as there was also in
England general complaints as to the searcity of * white™ money,
a vigorous effort was decided wpon. A new mint-master was
appointed, Bartholomew Goldbeter, as well as a new engraver of
the dies, Gilbert Vanbranburgh, and on 13" February 1422, siz and
a half months before his death, Henry V made a contract with
Goldbeter lating in_detail the coinage of the new moneys, at
both the * Tour de Lbundres™ and *la ville de Caleys +". As
Goldberter would have certainly been obliged 10 spend some time in
armanging for the new coinage at the Tower Mint before he could
attend to that of Calais, ” remarks Mr. Walters, and, as on the other
hand Henry V died on 31 August 1422, one may be fairly certain
that the Calais money, issued ander this King, that is the groat
and irs divisions, must be rare,

One would however not think so, if one judged from coin sale
catalogues, where, in the Anglo-Gallic series, one very nearly
always finds described so-cal]efCalais groats and divisions of the
groat of Henry V. But the tade has reasons which numismatic
science does not recognize,

In his paper, published in 1883, Deschamps de Pas staved that
“ithe classification of the various silver coins issued at Calais in the
name of Henry and their distribution berween the two rulers of the
same name who succeeded each other are extremely difficult if mot
impossible +*'. This had not hindered Poey d"Avant from attempting
this differentiation in Vol. Il of his work published in 1862, an
ascribing to Henry V a series of coins of the annulet coinage,
characierised by the presence, on the obverse, of an annulet above
each shoulder of the royal bust *.

The groats of Calais in the name of Henry being extraordinarily
commaon, the advantage resulting to the trade in following Poey
d"Avant and auributing them to two distinet kings, is self evident.

It was in 1902 only thar Mr. Walters elucidated the problem
in his paper on The Silver Coimage of ibe Reign of Henry FI. This
learned numismatist made the observation thar the cross at the

1. See N, Chren., 190
2. F.A, Wakters, The

P. 173
8 };udiﬂg. Annals of the Coinagpe, 1840, vol. [, p. 264.
4 F.-A_ Walters, Numiimalee Chrowicle, 1906, p. 188 sqv.
4. Reprint, p. 32-33.
6. According 1o an old theory, *“ says Mr. Walers, ™ it was thought thar the
word WG LIE io full distinguwished the coips of Henry ¥, wherneas we find it
ona number of gross, these of York included, which certainly belong to
Hemey V1. " Poey d'Avant had not adopted that theory .

o+ Page 212, Plare XI, ne 3 (Editors Nete),
mage of Heary F. — Numiimatic Chromicle, 1904,

7. Numismaliy Chreesdole, 1a03.
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b?[inning of the legends on the coins of the annulet coinage, that
which undoubtedly heads the issucs of Henry VI, is not only
gither plerced or not pierced, which had been noted before, but
that there were two varieties of the pierced cross, and that the
cross not pierced was very different from that of the earlier or
later coinages.

We reproduce heret, after Mr. Walters, these thres types of
cTOssEs a?tl'l:: annulet coinage. They are numbered in their date
order and we shall come o them again further on, under the reign
of Henry VL

“The annulet coins with the pierced cross of Type I are, says
Mr. Walters, evidently the earliest, and are found of both London
and Calais, but are less common ot Calais than of London. [ auri-
bute these coins to Henry V, and believe that they were those first
struck by Bartholomew Ealdbﬂ:r under the authority of the enact-
ment of the second Parliament of the year 1421 (the 9% year ol
‘Henry V), which mer at Westminster on Decembef 1+, and of the
subsequent indenture dated Feb, 14, rg222." Mr. Walers' larer
researches have but confirmed his opinion. * The silver annulet
momney attributable to Henry ¥V with his special pierced cross, ™ he
mentions elsewhere, ““is found in every denomination (if we,

rhaps, except farthings) from both the London and Calais Mints.
1i'eh|:v.r are all rather scarce, pamiculardy those of Calaist™, The
Groat, Half-groat, Penny :mdPH:Jf-F‘:nmr were represented in the
Walters' Collection (lot 294 of catalogue), but it is most probable
that very few French collectors, except a fortunate occumrence,
passess coins of this serles.

It is matural and logical that the identification of the Calais coins
of Henry V should have been done by an English numismatist,
but theoretically the problem should not have had to be raised.

Henry V, indeed, took, on his accession, the title of King of
France and had it inseribed on the first coins which he issued in
Wormandy ; but, in virue of the Treaty of Troyes (21" May 1420),
be abandoned it by substituting that of Heir of France, hERES
FRANGIE 4. The English coins struck previously to the treaty
of Troves should have, it would seem, reflected this important
event in their titular legends, as was the case under Edward IIL, in
consequence of the treaty of Bretygmy. We notice here thar this
was not the case.

HEMNRY V1.

Henry V, on his death at Vincennes, on 317 August 1422, was
succeeded by his youthful son Henry VI who reigned until 1461,
when he was dethroned by the usurper who became Edward TV,
A return of fortune gave him back the sovereign power in 1470,
but he died the following vear, and again, Edward ascended the
throne.

We have to consider here only the first period of the reign, that
which extends from the accession of Henry wo the revolt of the
Duke of York, as it seems that the Calais Mint had ceased to be in
operation for some time previous to the short period of the Resto-
ration.

As it is, at any rate, certain, that under Henry VI the issue of
silver coin at C.'Ij:is lasted much longer than thar of gold, we shall
start with the study of the white comnage.

From 1422 1o 1461, six distinct coinages of silver were issued,
which English numismatists name after their mint-marks :

1. The annulet coinage, comprising three types, characterised,
as we have shown above, by the cross commencing the legends,
Mr. Walters has shown that the first type goes back to Henry V,
the second was probably issued from 1432 to 1424, and the third
from 1424 1 1428

2. ‘I‘ie rosette-mascle coinage ascribed to the period of 1428 o

14335 , ,
3. The pine cone-masele eomnage extending approximately from

1435 10 1340 OF 1442,

1. See oote at end of artcle,

2. Num, Chron,, 1902, p. 230

3. Num. Chrou., 1906, p. |?‘|. ]

4. U6 on this subjeet @ LM, Hewlett, Angle-Gallie Coing, Henev ¥, ir the
M frnatic Cheonicle, 1912, p. 203 5q4.

5. The masile is o pierced lomenge,

J. The pine cone-trefoil coinage issued berween 1440 or 14
and 1

0.
5 :Phe pine cone-pellet coinage given to the period of 145
1459.
4?1. The eross and pellet coinage comprised between the v
1459 and 1460,

t. Walters has proved that the Calais Mint participated ic -
these coinages, except the last, but there is another fact -
noticed : *F One, an
earlier numismatic history of the reign of Henry VI, is the e
importance attained by the mint at Calais, from which for s~

rs by far the greater portion of the silver money for cirouli -
in England was issued. From the mint accounts given by Red
we find that while from the 10™ year of Henry ¥V (1 DS?iu.-:
end of the reign of Henry VI only 39,166 lbs. weight c:} silver sz
coined at the London mint, 183,588 lbs. was coined at thio
Calais, more than a third of this later amount being issued
carrency during the first five and a-half years of Henry V1.7

These five and a-half years correspond to the period o
annulet coinage. From 1428 to 1443, that is for the rosememe
coinage, we have preserved also the mint accounts of Calais -

“activity of which was enormous. The Calais issue is very abusd

and specimens of this are the most frequently met with.

Of the third coinage, the Calais groats are fairly commaon,
the half-groats, pence and halfpence become scarcer with this s
and the first symproms of the decline of this mint thus bea=
apparent... Peritions are recorded (as noted by Ruding) o Lo
been presented to the King in Parliament in 1437 and 1442, st
show that the Calais mint was not then so prosperous as iths
formerly beend. ™

“ [t has been genemllv assumed that by the time of the fos
coinage the Calais mint had ceased to coin silver. This is, howe:=
an erroneous idea, as Calais groats of the trefodl cornage, althow
very rare, are now known. Three in the National Collection 1

from the Spamford find, ™ and they are not the only specams |
; Fihe G

known. The British Muscum possesses also a piedfort o

groat of the trefoil coinage... ™ Mr. Walters places the date of the:
groats w1444, the year in which a cemain Giles Seymles
Armiger, Controller of the Town and Mint of Calais was appointe
for the second time, o these offices.

In connection with the fifth coinage of Henry V1 we find:
the last time a groat from the Calais mint. Mr. Walters only ks
of one specimen, which formed part of his collection (catalo:
n® 3647 ; this coin, in mint condition, came no doubr from i
Stamford find. Mr. Walters ascribed it also to Giles Seyntlowe wh
in 1462, was called for the third time to the mastership of &
Calais mint. This attribution is su by a statement reli
by Ruding * that in the Parliament of 1654 the Commons rep
ented that for want of enforcing the statutes relating o the @)
at Calais, the mint there was Iiﬁe to stand void, desolate, and 10

destroyed 17,

perhaps the most remarkable feature of ¢ |

It is T.lilr needless to state that besides this unique coin the i |

four Ca

tion. It com

also a number of males, hybrid coins struck fu
obverse and reverse dies belrmging to two distinct coinages, &
result of carelessness at the mant. ngli,sh numismatists attach ©
atest interest to mules ; it is o coins of this kind that M
rlyon-ﬂﬁtmn owed the qusi'l:lilit Uff!:lssiﬁ}"l the numers-
varieties of pennies of Willham the WEror mr:IgWiIIhm Rluis:
his som, and distributing them between the two reigns. »
Let us now turn to the gold coins which Mr. Walﬁ-nm has divid~

on the same lines as the silver,

We have already stated that no gold coins were issued at Gi=
under Henry V. OFf the annulet coinage with the pierced aos
the first type which distinguishes the money of the Viax ©
Axincourt, Mr. Walters knew of but one noble, which isin®
British Museum, and two half nobles in the former Evans

ais coinages were fully represented in the Walters ool |

1. Walters, Tie Sitver Coinage of Henry FI, in the Numimmatic e pmich, 18°

. 225,
1. foc. eul., p. 243 3q9.
1. Foc, il P 358
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